
Full Circle Theater Company 
 

Mission and Values: 
Full Circle's first production was in 2015, and the company is led by Co-Artistic Directors Rick 
Shiomi and Martha B. Johnson and Core Artists Stephanie Lein Walseth and Lara Trujillo.  Our 
mission is to produce heartfelt, groundbreaking theater that artfully addresses issues of diversity 
and social justice for 21st century audiences. We produce theater that is multiracial and 
multicultural in its representation of life; that is deeply inclusive of artists of color, who share in 
the artistic vision and leadership of the company; and that demonstrates a deep awareness of 
feminist perspectives, climate change, color conscious casting, and the inclusion of artists of all 
abilities. We value theater that incorporates intergenerational artistic collaboration; that supports 
the development of emerging theater artists; and that powerfully engages diverse audiences and 
communities. 
 

Types of Work We Do: 
Our artistic work includes mainstage and studio production of plays, presentation of play reading 
festivals, and presentation of public showcases for emerging theater artists. Our undertakings 
often involve collaborations with other theater companies and with the many theater artists 
involved in our activities. We also carry out service activities for our various community 
partners. Our organization’s goals emanate from a unique model of leadership that embodies our 
company’s EID-based mission: All major artistic decision-making for Full Circle is done 
collaboratively by a Core Artist Group, made up of the Co-Artistic Directors and carefully 
selected Core Artists representing diverse racial, ethnic, gendered, and other identities and 
communities. 
 
Our artistic goals as we enter our sixth year of operation are to continue creating theatrical work 
of exceptional artistic quality that is nationally and globally aware of contemporary theatrical 
practices and innovations; and to present work that is responsive to existing societal and cultural 
issues while pushing the boundaries of art. We produce new/original work--often based on 
diverse personal narratives or re-imaginings of classic works--and contemporary plays that 
powerfully reflect diverse perspectives and characters. 
 
Full Circle chose to produce Atacama because of the play’s tremendous relevance to our 
contemporary lives, and for its issues at the heart of Full Circle’s mission of diversity and social 
justice.  
 

Production History:  
 
We’ve successfully produced 4 main-stage productions:  
 
2015-2016: THEATER: A SACRED PASSAGE, an original play interweaving the personal 
narratives of our founding Core Artists, portraying significant life events leading each to the 
vocation of theater. 3-week run at Dreamland Arts and tour to five St. Paul community venues.  
 



2017: A “REMIX” of 46 plays selected from Suzan-Lori Parks’ 365 DAYS/365 PLAYS, at 
Penumbra Theater. 
 
2018: World premiere of UNDER THIS ROOF, by Barbara Kingsley,  presented by the Guthrie 
Theater at the Dowling Theater. 
 
2019: Area premiere of Christopher Chen’s CAUGHT presented by the Guthrie Theater at the 
Dowling Theater  (garnering TC Theater Bloggers and BroadwayWorld award nominations). 
 
2019: GLASS & LADY M., by Lindsey Bushnell and Martha B. Johnson, the latter directing, at 
Dreamland Arts.  
 
2019: Co-Sponsorship of  KinderSpace Theater’s production of Martha B. Johnson’s play 
DIPPED IN LOVE, Tokyo, Japan 
 
2019: Global Climate Change Theatre Action play readings and our first DIRECTORS’ 
SHOWCASE  


